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‘I'he folloving a.nnoxmc-ents were iasued yesterda.y at Vandenberg

AFB ’ Ca.lifornia rega.rding ‘8AMOS IT:

SAMQS II was successfully la.xmched by the Air Force at 3: 23 m
EB‘I today from Va.ndenberg AFB, California.

e - The vehlcle consists of the ATIAS intercontinental ‘ballistic
. . missile as the booster of first stage and AGENA, a liquid fuel upper
st,age incorporating ‘the Bell rocket engine

Today B la.unch 15 the second of a series ‘th:a.*L will ccntinue the
research and developmnt phase of the system

3’ 905

O Prelimina.ry telemetry reporta indicate that the 8
th,e Air Force SAMOS II satellite vehicle was fJ.red.
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- The SA.M.OS 'II sa.tellite launched a’c 3: 23 PM EST, we{ghing ApIn-
: ;:Ltgately two tans has gone into or'bit according to reports recnive’
o ﬁ'om tracking stations. :

; 'I’he period of orbit is a.pproximately 95 miru::es. -

;o A 'I‘he meX: altitude of orbit is approximately j;u & e az.d
; the minimum altitu&e 18 300 miles. ‘




